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from the instinctive basis common to the human species
and, further, that this instinct-derived urge or goal-
directed energy is an essential factor without which no
such activity would occur. Again, taking any particular
kind of outward behaviour, I do not assert that such
behaviour is, in all instances, the expression of some one
instinct or of the same co-operating instincts. Different
motives or impulsions may prompt and sustain outwardly
similar behaviours.

Let us examine the matter more concretely by going
back to the question of a maternal instinct in the human
species. This is of very special interest; because the
maternal instinct of the human species is not only denied
by Sir Arthur Thomson (and on similar grounds doubted,
I suppose, by a multitude of laymen), but is ignored and
(by implication) denied by the psycho-analysts who for
a third of a century have been trying to construct their
psychology on the hormic basis, that is to say, on the
postulate of human instincts as the dynamic basis of all
human activity. It is denied also by many " behaviorists ";
not merely by the more obtuse of them who deny even
the sex instinct of our species, but also by the more
intelligent, like Dr. J. B. Watson; he, the Arch-
behaviourist, mocks at the notion of a maternal instinct
in the human species, and refutes it by pointing out
that many human mothers require to learn how to bathe
their babies (and, I add, do not even know without
instruction what is the best kind of soap to use for this
purpose). Could any demonstration be more complete
or more silly !

I, on the other hand, against all this formidable
opposition, continue to maintain the view of the maternal
instinct put forward in the first edition of this book, at
a time when, as I supposed, there stood in its way nothing
more serious than the pompous, confused, and didactic
pronouncements of Alexander Bain; that is to say, I
ascribe to it a r61e in human life of the utmost importance,
Let me try once more to make clear my view of the r61e
of this one instinct, as illustrative of the r&le of human
instincts iii general. I 4o not mean that every mother